
Song of Exile (We Will Go Home) 

Land of ___________and land of ______________ 
Land that gave us birth and _____________ 
Land that called us ever homewards 
We will go home across the mountains 
  
We will go home, we will go home 
We will go home across the mountains 
We will go home, we will go home 
We will go home across the mountains 
  
Land of ________ land of ______________ 
Land that gave us hope and _____________ 
Hear our singing hear our longing 
We will go home across the mountains 
  
Chorus 
  
Land of ___________and land of ______________ 
Land that gave us joy and _____________ 
Land that gave us love and ________________ 
We will go home across the mountains 
  
Chorus 
  
When the land is there before us 
We have gone home across the mountains 
We will go home, we will go home 
We will go home across the mountains 

BEST ARTHURIAN BOOKS: 

1. Geoffrey of Monmouth, History of the Kings of Britain.

Among other things, this chronicle, written in Latin in the twelfth century by a Welsh monk, 
popularised the story of King Arthur. It was a bestseller before such things really existed, 
and is one of most exciting and influential medieval English books in existence.Geoffrey’s 
account of the legendary king contains the first appearance of many of the iconic features 
of the Arthurian legend, including the wizard Merlin.

2. Chrétien de Troyes, Lancelot.

This twelfth-century French writer really put Lancelot on the Arthurian map; indeed, 
Geoffrey of Monmouth never mentions Arthur’s most famous knight, and it wasn’t until 
Chrétien de Troyes wrote Lancelot and introduced the idea of an affair between Guinevere 
and Arthur’s most noble knight that Arthurian legend really got the ‘romantic’ treatment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hoyDQ3LeTU


3. Sir Thomas Malory, Le Morte d’Arthur.

One of the first books printed in England, by William Caxton in 1485, Le Morte d’Arthur is a 
vast prose retelling of the story of King Arthur and the Round Table. Precisely who ‘Sir 
Thomas Malory’ was is unknown for sure, but the most likely candidate is the Thomas 
Malory of Newbold Revel, Warwickshire, who may have been a knight but didn’t exactly 
live up to the chivalric ideal espoused in his work: he was a career criminal who ended up 
in prison several times, notably during the Wars of the Roses; he’s thought to have written 
his classic and hugely influential work of Arthurian literature while in Newgate Prison.

Although the style is occasionally repetitive and the pacing occasionally leaves something 
to be desired, Malory’s achievement should be viewed as less a ‘novel’ in the modern 
sense and more a patchwork anthology of the different Arthurian legends and stories. And 
his book would go on to have a considerable influence on later writers. The recommended 
edition below is based on the Winchester Manchester, recovered in the twentieth century.

4. Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Idylls of the King.

Although dismissed by T. S. Eliot as ‘Chaucer retold for children’ (a rather odd statement, 
since Tennyson was following Malory rather than Chaucer), Tennyson’s epic collection of 
verse tales about the various characters who feature in Arthurian myth is a Victorian 
classic, albeit of uneven quality. Here we find the stories of Lancelot and Elaine, Geraint 
and Enid, Merlin and Vivien, and many more, told in Tennyson’s skilful blank verse.

5. Mark Twain, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court.

Time-travel books were all the rage at the close of the nineteenth century, as H. G. Wells’s 
The Time Machine and William Morris’s News from Nowhere, among numerous others, 
suggest. For this comic novel, Twain transports an American engineer, Hank Morgan, back 
to the England of King Arthur, after Morgan receives a blow to the head. Huge fun, it 
shows Twain’s humour at its best, and was supposedly inspired by a dream Twain himself 
had, in which he was a knight in clunky armour …

6. Mary Stewart, The Crystal Cave.

For this memorable and winning combination of fantasy and history, Stewart restored 
Arthur to the world of Roman Britain rather some later landscape of knightly chivalry and 
medieval pomp. The Crystal Cave (made into a now largely forgotten BBC miniseries in 
1991) was published in 1970 and spawned several sequels. With wit and humour, Stewart 
gives us not Merlin the aged enchanter but the boy and youth who will later become a 
great wizard.

7. David Day, The Search for King Arthur.

To complement the reference work by Lupack, this is perhaps the best non-fiction book 
detailing the history of King Arthur and his possible life (if he ever lived) as well as his 
fruitful afterlife as literary inspiration over the centuries. Day really knows his subject, and 
is an affable guide through Arthuriana with its various twists and turns.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcTTJxvdI8Q

