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With your partner, try to guess which of the things below isn’t true. 

1. The electric chair was invented by a dentist 

2. 10% of Americans have appeared on TV 

3. Chewing gum will stop you crying when you’re cutting onions 

4. A sneeze travels at 10 miles per hour 

5. Ice cream was first made in Italy 

6. More wine is produced in Italy than France 

7. The first underground railway was opened in New York 

8. The first jeans were made by Levi Strauss (a German tailor) 

9. The original VW Beetle was designed by Ferdinand Porsche 

10. Mirrors were invented by the ancient Egyptians 

11. Windmills always turn anticlockwise (= the opposite direction to a clock) 

12. The rubber tyre was invented by John Dunlop 

13. The first football World Cup was played in 1960 

14. Over 3 million flowers are grown in the Netherlands (=Holland) each year 

15. Bats always turn left when flying out of a cave 

Read out your guesses for the rest of the class to compare and the teacher to give the real answers, 

starting with the ones you are most confident about. 

 

It’s your turn now. Think of three news about yourself: two fake ones, and only one real!  

Your friends must guess the only true one! 
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1. The electric chair was invented by a dentist TRUE 

2. 10% of Americans have appeared on TV FALSE (really 25% of Americans) 

3. Chewing gum will stop you from crying when you are cutting onions TRUE 

4. A sneeze travels at 10 miles per hour FALSE (really 100 mph) 

5. Ice cream was first made in Italy FALSE (in China) 

6. More wine is produced in Italy than France TRUE 

7. The first underground railway was opened in New York FALSE (in London) 

8. The first jeans were made by Levi Strauss (a German tailor) TRUE 

9. The original VW Beetle was designed by Ferdinand Porsche TRUE 

10. Mirrors were invented by the ancient Egyptians TRUE 

11. Windmills always turn anticlockwise (= the opposite direction to a clock) TRUE 

12. The rubber tyre was invented by John Dunlop TRUE 

13. The first football World Cup was played in 1960 FALSE (1930) 

14. Over 3 million flowers are grown in the Netherlands (=Holland) each year FALSE (3 billion) 

15. Bats always turn left when flying out of a cave TRUE 
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Before there were alarm clocks, there were “knockers-up”, who were 

hired to shoot dried peas from a blow gun at people’s windows 

A knocker-up, sometimes known as a knocker-upper, was a profession in Britain 

and Ireland that started during and lasted well into the Industrial Revolution, 

when alarm clocks were neither cheap nor reliable, and to as late as the 

beginning of the 1950s. A knocker-up's job was to rouse sleeping people so they 

could get to work on time. The knocker-up used a baton or short, heavy stick to 

knock on the clients' doors or a long and light stick, often made of bamboo, to 

reach windows on higher floors. At least one of them used a pea-shooter. In 

return, the knocker-up would be paid a few pence a week. The knocker-up would 

not leave a client's window until they were sure that the client had been awoken. 

A knocker upper would also use a 'snuffer outer' as a tool to rouse the sleeping. 

This implement was used to put out gas lamps which were lit at dusk and then 

needed to be extinguished at dawn. There were large numbers of people carrying out the job, especially in 

larger industrial towns such as Manchester. Generally the job was carried out by elderly men and women but 

sometimes police constables supplemented their pay by performing the task during early morning patrols.  

 

Chinese-made condoms too small, Zimbabwe’s health minister complains 

A Chinese condom manufacturer says it is considering making its 

products in different sizes after Zimbabwe’s health minister complained 

that contraceptives made in China and exported to the African nation 

were too small for its men. Health Minister David Parirenyatwa made 

the comments at an event in the capital Harare last week to promote 

HIV/Aids prevention.  “The southern African region has the highest 

incidence of HIV and we are promoting the use of condoms,” 

Parirenyatwa was quoted as saying. “Youths now have a particular 

condom that they like, but we don’t manufacture them. We import 

condoms from China and some men complain they are too 

small.”Parirenyatwa added that Zimbabwean firms should look at 

making condoms rather than relying on imports.Zhao Chuan, the chief executive of the condom 

manufacturer Beijing Daxiang and His Friends Technology Co, told the South China Morning 

Post the firm was planning to make contraceptives in different sizes. 
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Trump Distributes Marshmallows to Wildfire Victims 
 
President Trump made an unscheduled trip to central California to visit victims of the worst 
wildfires in decades. Ten lives have been lost as thousands of residents have 
been forced to flee their homes to escape the aggressive blaze, which has 
already destroyed 57,000 acres of land.  
While it is still nearly two thousand deaths away from being considered a 
catastrophe, Trump felt his visit would be a good way to unite the people and 
promote his Napa Valley wineries. During the trip, Trump stopped at his two Big Ass Grapes Winery to relax 
and greet fans. In an impromptu show of goodwill, Trump began distributing bags of marshmallows to the 
disheartened evacuees. 
Said one local resident whose house was consumed by flames, ”At first we didn’t understand why he would 
throw marshmallows at us. But then we understood that there is nothing that can cheer you up more than 
making us smile." He said he planned to take his children back to the smoldering remains of their homes to 
roast the marshmallows over the coals. "They are some of the softest, most beautiful, velvety, jet-puffed 
marshmallows we have ever eaten,” he said. “The guy cares.” 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ALABAMA REQUIRES BIRTH CERTIFICATE TO USE PUBLIC BATHROOM 
 

Alabama is the first country to enact insane bathroom laws. You must show 
your birth certificate to one of thousands bathroom police in order to use 
the facility.“The gender stated on your birth certificate will determine what 
bathroom you may use,” said Jack Offerman. “Taxpayers pay for the 
construction and maintenance for the bathrooms where kids might be and 
this is a great way to protect and teach them to obey the law no matter how 
absurd it is. The law is the law.” 
The State will hire over 10,000 Bathroom Patrol Officers (BPO) to conduct 

birth certificate checks. State representatives claim it will stop drug use and excessive dancing which leads 
to intercourse. The ACLU plans to file a lawsuit for obvious reasons. “What if a foreigner is visiting the state 
of Alabama? We don’t know why anyone would but it could possibly happen,” said Charles Dickerson. “We 
all know this law is to ban transgender and immigrants from the state." Urinating outside will now come with 
a 5-year prison sentence and $150,000 fine. 
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Suspected Drunken Driver Runs Back to Burning Car to Light Cigarette  
 

A suspected drunken driver went back to his burning car Sunday to try lighting his cigarette using the 
flames, according to the California Highway Patrol. 
Amy Walker with the CHP says Robert Quigley, 25, rear-ended an SUV that was stopped in traffic on 
westbound Interstate 80 just west of Antelope Road. At the time of the crash, Quigley was driving around 
75 to 80 mph.  
A CHP officer spotted the car after it burst into flames and turned 
around in traffic to help. A witness told officials a shirtless Quigley 
went back to his burning car to light his cigarette, singeing part of his 
eyebrows off in the process, according to Walker. Quigley later told 
the officer at the scene, “Yeah I’m not afraid of fire. I deal with this kind of 
stuff all the time.” 
Walker says Quigley sustained a burn on his neck from his seatbelt. No one else 
was injured in the crash. 
 

 

LOS ANGELES TAP WATER CONTAINS 18% XANAX 
 

In new Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) findings, they determined 
that average Los Angeles tap water contains 18% Xanax and 7% 
oxycodone. 
Xanax, the anxiety medication, and oxycodone, the pain relief pill, were 
found in the highest rates around Brentwood, West Hollywood, and 
Beverly Hills. We spoke to a scientist to help explain this phenomenon. 
Eric Bundy of Hollywood Hospital said, “People dispose of these 

medications down the drain and since e are in a drought, much of our water is recycled and cleaned. 
However, many of these chemicals remain in the water after the filtration process.”  
Angelinos were not shocked by the findings but did elaborate on the EPA’s findings. Local LA resident Paul 
White told the LA Times, “The 80s were more fun when the tap water was mostly speed. It was all uppers all 
the time, it was great. Now it’s all downers and it’s not as much fun in my opinion.” 
Others enjoyed the water. “I’m glad to drink eight glasses a day. I don’t know who’s dumping their drugs 
down the drain but keep up the great work,” said Nathaniel Roberts. To help explain who and why the drugs 
get flushed down the toilet, our scientist said, “Well, we see people dump their stash before they go to rehab. 
Parents might also finds’ their kids drugs and keep or dump them. Drunk housewives tend to accidently drop 
stuff in the toilet, so there’s that.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



By BABYLON LINGUE STRANIERE – www.babylonlingue.com 

China Assigns Every Citizen A ‘Social Credit Score’ To Identify 
Who Is And Isn’t Trustworthy 
 

China is rolling out a high-tech plan to give all of its 1.4 billion citizens a personal 
score, based on how they behave.But there are consequences if a score gets too 
low, and for some that’s cause for concern. 
When Liu Hu recently tried to book a flight, he was told he was banned from 
flying because he was on the list of untrustworthy people. Liu is a journalist who 
was ordered by a court to apologize for a series of tweets he wrote and was 
then told his apology was insincere. “I can’t buy property. My child can’t go to 
a private school,” he said. “You feel you’re being controlled by the list all the 
time.”  And the list is now getting longer as every Chinese citizen is being 
assigned a social credit score — a fluctuating rating based on a range of behaviors. It’s believed that 
community service and buying Chinese-made products can raise your score. Fraud, tax evasion and smoking 
in non-smoking areas can drop it.  China’s growing network of surveillance cameras makes all of this possible.  
“It can recognize more than 4,000 vehicles,” Xu Li said. Li is the CEO of Sensetime, one of China’s most 
successful artificial intelligence companies. It has created smart cameras for the government that can help 
catch criminals, but also track average citizens. “We can tell whether it is an adult, a child, male or female,” 
Li said. 
 

  

 

Donald Trump Secretly Hired Illegal Immigrants To Start Building Border 
Wall  
 

Top secret documents leaked to the press by a White House staffer 
showed that President Trump ordered the hiring of over 2,000 illegal 
immigrants to begin working on his border wall between Texas and 
Mexico. The documents released to the press also stated that he was 
prepared to offer each worker upwards of $40 an hour. “This is an 
outrage,” said construction worker Chris Thomas. “I have been 
bidding for the border wall job for nearly a year, and it’s the illegals 
that get the job? Isn’t the whole point of the wall to keep these sand 
people out of the country?”  
Trump released a statement on Twitter, stating that “all suspicion of 

illegals being used for labor at the border are false.” He went on to say that “Fake News” had struck again. “I 
would never hire undocumented workers,” tweeted Trump. “The Fake News Media has struck again, and 
you’re all buying it. We don’t have any staffers in the WH that would leak that news, even if it were true. 
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Teen burglar woke up sleeping couple to ask for Wi-Fi access  
 
A teen broke into a home in California shortly after midnight last Saturday and woke a sleeping couple to ask 
if he could use their Wi-Fi network, authorities said. 
The Palo Alto homeowner told police he got out of bed and shoved 
the 17-year-old suspect down the hallway and out the front door, 
then called 911. 
The teen was arrested about a block away."Officers determined the 
suspect had climbed into the home after cutting a screen covering an 
open window in the side yard," Palo Alto police said in a statement. 
"The suspect's motive for entering the home is unknown, but the 
victims reported that two kitchen knives were missing from a kitchen 
drawer." Police arrested the teen for residential burglary, prowling 
and providing false information to an officer. They did not release any information about him because he's a 
minor. 
 

  

 

Surveillance video shows trio stealing shark by disguising it as a baby  
 
Leon Valley police say a well-trained trio took Shark Week too far, stealing a horn shark from the San Antonio 
Aquarium and spiriting it out in a baby stroller. According to Leon Valley police Chief Joseph Salvaggio, the 
group stole the shark from an open pool where visitors are allowed to reach in and pet the various species in 
the tank. Two men and a woman are wanted in connection with the theft. 
Salvaggio said a surveillance video shows that one of the men grabbed the shark by its tail while the others 
wrapped it in a wet blanket, put the shark in a bucket and put the bucket in the stroller. According to Jenny 
Spellman, the general manager of the San Antonio Aquarium, an employee noticed what was going on and 

immediately notified management. "When we first got the call, we thought it was kind of a hoax 
being that it was Shark Week last week," police chief Salvaggio said. Spellman went out to the 

parking lot to confront the group about the shark theft. One of the men refused to let 
Spellman search his truck and said that his son was sick and that he needed to leave 
immediately. Police have tracked down and impounded the truck and have a person 
of interest in custody. 

 

 

 

Robbery Suspect Returns To Scene Of Crime — To Grab Sandwich He’d Left Behind 
 
No sandwich was left behind by a man who held up a Subway store in Norcross, Georgia. Gwinnett County 
Police allege that when it came to paying for his food, Zachary Miller, 34, instead jumped over the 
counter and stole around $100 from the cash register. Miller fled the eatery with the money 
after the Oct. 9 robbery, authorities said. But surveillance footage shows him later 
running back into the eatery to grab the sandwich he absentmindedly had forgotten in 
his original getaway. Miller, who police said was the subject of multiple active arrest 
warrants, was nabbed by Knox County sheriff’s deputies in Tennessee this week. 
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World's smallest living dog, 'Miracle Milly', cloned 49 times in South Korea  
 

A controversial Korean laboratory has successfully cloned the world’s smallest 
living dog 49 times for a commercial breeder. ‘Miracle Milly,’ a six-year-old 
chihuahua who lives with her owner in Florida, weighed less than an ounce 
and could fit in a teaspoon when she was born.  The tiny pet, who entered 
the record books in 2013 and weighs just over a pound, is the smallest dog 
living in terms of height, standing at just 3.8 inches tall. She was cloned at 
the Sooam Biotech Research Foundation in Seoul, South Korea, in August 
last year. The company, which reportedly charges $100,000 to bring a pet 
back to life, has cloned hundreds of pets, and chose Milly to clone and 
study what makes her so small. 
Milly’s owner, Vanesa Semler,lives with 12 of the clones - Molly, Mally, 
Melly, Molly, Mumu, Mila, Mary, Mimi, Moni, Mini, Mela and Mulan - at 

her home. 
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KOCKERS UP REAL 

CHINESE CONDOMS REAL 

TRUMP MARSHMELLOW FAKE 

ALABAMA PUBLIC TOILET FAKE 

BURNING CAR CIGARETTE REAL 

LOS ANGELES TAP WATER FAKE 

CHINA BEHAVIOUR CARD REAL 

TRUMP ILLEGAL WORKERS FAKE 

TEEN BURGLAR WIFI REAL 

SHARK STEALING REAL 

RUBBER AND SANDWICH REAL 

CHIHUAHUA KOREA REAL 

Y CHROMOSOME REAL 

IDIOT TRUMP REAL 

MARIJUANA DNA REAL 

RETIRED POSTMAN FAKE 

VIENNA SUBWAY REAL 

ICELANDERS REAL 

TEXAN 117 YEARS OLD FAKE 

GOATS REAL 

MEXICAN POLICE REAL 

OLD WOMAN CATS FAKE 
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PREPARE YOUR  

4-STEP SUMMARY 

Summarization is one of the most important and essential aspects of reading comprehension. When 

we summarize something we retell it, stressing only the most important parts in order to emphasize 

the main idea. The less important, minor details are left out. Summarizing helps us to better 

understand what we have read. Let’s have a look at a few basic steps that will help you summarize 

your articles. There are 4 simple steps to summarization. You can use the column on the right to take some 

notes. 

STEP 

NUMBER 

WHAT TO DO YOUR NOTES 

1 Pick out important details 

that are necessary to the 

story. 

 

2 Highlight the important 

details using keywords 

 

3 Highlight where and when 

the story took place 

 

4 List the main charachters  

 

 

Okay, now that we have our steps here in front of us,  

let's practice using them. 

 

Tell your news, using the PAST SIMPLE or  

the PRESENT SIMPLE if you prefer… 
 

 

 


